
962 DOMESTIC TRADE 

In 1951, there were 151,626 retail establishments engaged mainly in selling 
merchandise to household consumers, and they accounted for a total sales volume 
of $10,652,779,800. This was an increase of 14,295 establishments since the 
previous count was made in 1941, and an increase of $7,211,877,800 in terms of 
dollar sales volume. All provinces, except Saskatchewan, had more retail estab­
lishments in operation in 1951 than in 1941, and all shared in the greatly expanded 
dollar sales volume. Ontario, with one-third of Canada's retail stores, had sales 
of $4,116,372,500 or almost 40 p.c. of the total retail trade in Canada. Quebec, 
with 43,572 stores, had sales of $2,436,913,100 in 1951. Sales in British Columbia 
were also over $1,000,000,000. Newfoundland's retail trade was measured for the 
first time in 1951 and showed 4,090 stores with sales of $159,805,000. Table 7 
gives summary figures of retail trade, by province. 

7.—Summary of Retail Trade, by Province, 1951 
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Results of the Census showed that two of the 15 census metropolitan areas 
accounted for retail sales well in excess of $1,000,000,000 each—Toronto metropolitan 
area had sales of $1,244,003,100 and Montreal metropolitan area, $1,211,676,300. 
The 15 census metropolitan areas had a total retail sales volume of $5,104,414,300 
in 1951, or nearly 48 p.c. of all retail sales in Canada. Retail sales in the Toronto 
metropolitan area represented about 30 p.c. of total Ontario retail sales, and the 
aggregate sales for the five Ontario metropolitan areas (Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa, 
Windsor, and London) accounted for 49 p.c. of the provincial total. In comparison, 
retail stores in the Montreal metropolitan area had nearly 50 p.c. of the total sales 
for the Province of Quebec, and those for Quebec City another 8 p .c , making 
approximately 58 p.c. of the provincial total for the Province's two metropolitan 
areas. In British Columbia, Vancouver metropolitan area stores had 52-5 p .c , 
and those of Victoria metropolitan area, 9 • 4 p .c of the Province's total sales. 


